MARCH   23-MARCH   31,    1915
George Riddell, who came very late. He said the Press Bureau
had sent out a notice to newspapers asking them to stop being
optimistic. On the top of this came the interview (Havas
Agency) with Sir J. French, predicting a short war.
Friday, March 26th.
E. V. Lucas and wife to lunch. We went to picture show,
" London Group " at Goupil. Some nice things, but all imitative.
Dinner at Morrells : Lowes Dickinson, Bertrand Russell, White-
house. All these very much upset by the war, convinced
that the war and government both wrong, etc. Afterwards,
an immense reunion of Art Students, painters, and queer
people. Girls in fancy male costume, queer dancing, etc. A
Japanese dancer. We left at 12.15. Pianola. Fine pictures.
Glorious drawings by Picasso. Excellent impression of host and
hostess.
Saturday, March 2jth.
Lunch with Glutton-Brock at Reform. Natl. Portrait Society
in morning and Natl. Gallery in the afternoon. Dinner with
G. H. Mair at Carlton. He is in the secret service, and told us
a lot of really interesting things about the war — wireless, sub-
marines, Press campaigns in Europe, British spies, etc. etc. He
was quite as optimistic as I am.
Sunday, March zBth.
Rickards dined with me at Reform. Then music — Mina Parker
— at his place. F. L. came in, fat, intellectual, and inartistic,
and began explaining how Brahms ought to be sung, and rather
mucked up the show. I played accompaniments. This morning,
R. and Miss Parker and I were at Westminster Cathedral at
945 for the blessing of palms by Cardinal Archbp., and High
Mass, with an old S. Matthew Passion sung. All this cathedral
scene ought to be described.in detail. We met Webster. Then
to St. Paul's Cathedral, which seemed very English and narrow.
I had not been inside St. Paul's for about 20 years. It seemed
small, very Italian, and splendid.
Wednesday, March
I dined with Knoblock at the Garrick and then to Nat. Sporting
Club.   Digger Stanley v. Berry Barnards.   Eagerness of seconds,
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